Statement: State Government buys 'Cummins' by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/3112
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Statement: State Government buys 'Cummins'
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/3112
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
1 3 3 
State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide. 
Embargo South Australia 5001 
228 4811 
STATE GOVERNMENT BUYS "CUMMINS" 
One of South A u s t r a l i a ' s most h i s t o r i c homes, "Cummins", w i l l be preserved 
^ y the S t a t e Government, the P remie r , Mr. Dunstan, announced today. 
The 134 year old house w i l l be bought by the Government and made a v a i l a b l e 
for pub l i c d i s p l a y s , h i s t o r i c a l uses and as a r e c r ea t i on venue. I t w i l l 
a l so be used as accommodation for S t a t e v i s i t o r s . 
"Cummins i s a b e a u t i f u l example of e a r l y South A u s t r a l i a n c o l o n i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t i s of very great h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e a n d should be 
preserved to a l low a l l South Aus t r a l i an s to share i t s beauty . 
"Cummins was b u i l t in 1842 fo r one of the o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s of Ade l a ide , 
John Morphett , and the Morphett fami l y has l i v e d in the house s ince then. 
"The bu i l d i ng was designed by the S t a t e ' s f i r s t a r c h i t e c t , S i r George 
S t r i c k l a n d K ingston, and has many outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l f ea tu res which 
i t unique. 
"The e x t e r i o r f ea tu res an unusual po r t i co of mu l t i p l e a r ches , which lead to 
a double doorway opening onto a wide entrance h a l l paved w i th black and 
whi te marble. 
"The i n t e r i o r i s equa l l y ou ts tand ing " . 
Mr. Dunstan sa id the Nat iona l Trust and the C i t y of West Torrens wanted 
Cummins r e t a ined because of i t s importance to both the l o ca l d i s t r i c t and 
the S t a t e . 
"Cummins w i l l be kept in a v e r s a t i l e and p r a c t i c a l way and i t w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e to the whole community. I t i s i d e a l l y su i t ed f o r i t s new r o l e . 
"A j o i n t adv isory committee w i l l be es tab l i shed fo r Cummins wi th 
r ep re sen t a t i v e s of the Nat iona l T r u s t , the C i ty of West Torrens and the 
S t a t e Government. This w i l l ensure tha t o rgan isa t ions such as the Nat ional 
Trus t can make e f f e c t i v e use of t h i s important a r c h i t e c t u r a l a s se t . 
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"The 'Nat iona l Trust has worked c l o s e l y w i th the Government < to ensure 
tha t Cummins i s kept for South A u s t r a l i a " . 
The Premier sa id the purchase p r i ce of $195,135 inc luded a grea t deal 
va luab le ant ique f u r n i t u r e . 
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